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And the Audience?



ÅWhat is branding?

ÅWhy bother with it?

ÅWe answer the question, ñIôm not a designer, can 
I still make my site look nice?ò

Agenda



What does branding mean?



ÅBranding: 

¶The act of building a specific image or identity that people 
recognize in relation to your company

ÅWebsite Branding: 

¶The colors, fonts, logos, and supporting graphics that make up the 
general look and feel of a corporate website.

ÅBranding for SharePoint: 

¶Master pages, page layouts, CSS, web parts, XSLT, images, etc.

ÅThe word ñdesignò can often be confused with Software 
Design (planning for software development)

What does branding mean?



ÅWindows SharePoint Services v3 or WSS is the free 
version of SharePoint

¶Focused on collaboration with documents and light 
editing of web pages

ÅMicrosoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 (MOSS) is the 
licensed version of SharePoint

¶Includes among other capabilities the Publishing Feature

¶Much better platform for creating a strongly branded web 
site

WSS vs. MOSS



ÅSharePoint Themes

ÅMaster Pages

ÅPage Layouts

ÅSharePoint Page Elements 

¶Field Controls, Web Part Zones, Web Parts, etc.

ÅAlmost everything relies on Cascading Style 
Sheets

Branding Methods for SharePoint



ÅThink of it as painting the walls 

ÅYou can only change:

¶Background images
¶Colors
¶Fonts
¶Hide certain elements
¶Make minor movements and size changes

ÅThemes can style the Application pages (those with 
_layouts in the URL)

Themes



OOTB Themes



Custom Themes



ÅMaster pages allow you to change the look and feel for an 

entire site simply by making changes to a single file

¶Unlike themes, Master Pages allow full control over the 

HTML of the page

ÅCanôt have a SharePoint site without it ïeven if you use a 

theme!

Master Pages



OOTB Master Pages


