
Demystifying SharePoint 

Branding



ÅEstablished in 2004 by SharePoint MVP Shane Young

ÅFull service SharePoint Consulting

ſProject Planning

ſArchitecture

ſBranding

ſDevelopment

ſHelp Desk

We truly are ñThe SharePoint Authority.ò

http://www.sharepoint911.com

SharePoint911

http://www.sharepoint911.com/


Randy Drisgill
ÅMVP SharePoint Server

ÅSr. SharePoint Consultant ïSP911

ÅTrainer for Critical Path Training

ÅAuthor

ſWrox: Professional SharePoint 2007 Design

ÅBlog:

ſhttp://blog.drisgill.com

ÅTwitter:

ſhttp://twitter.com/Drisgill

ÅOrlando, FL

Who is this guy?

http://blog.drisgill.com/


John Ross
ÅSr. SharePoint Consultant ïSP911

ÅTrainer for Critical Path Training

ÅAuthor

ſMOSS Explained

ſWrox: Professional SharePoint 2007 Design

ÅBlog:

ſhttp://www.rossonmoss.com

ÅTwitter:

ſhttp://twitter.com/johnrossjr

ÅOrlando, FL

And the other one?



And the Audience?



ÅWhat is branding?

ÅWhy bother with it?

ÅWe answer the question, ñIôm not a designer, can 
I still make my site look nice?ò

ÅTake your SharePoint UI to 11

ÅDeployment consideration

Agenda



What does branding mean?



ÅBranding: 

The act of building a specific image or identity that people 
recognize in relation to your company

ÅWebsite Branding: 

The colors, fonts, logos, and supporting graphics that make up 
the general look and feel of a corporate website.

ÅBranding for SharePoint: 

Master pages, page layouts, CSS, web parts, XSLT, images, etc.

ÅThe word ñdesignò can often be confused with Software 
Design (planning for software development)

What does branding mean?



ÅWindows SharePoint Services v3 or WSS is the free 
version of SharePoint

ſFocused on collaboration with documents and light 
editing of web pages

ÅMicrosoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 (MOSS) is the 
licensed version of SharePoint

ſIncludes among other capabilities the Publishing 
Feature

ſMuch better platform for creating a strongly branded 
web site

WSS vs. MOSS



ſhttp://www.ocps.net

ſhttp://www.kroger.com

ſhttp://www.cps.edu

ſhttp://biz.viacom.com/tvlandpress

ſhttp://www.westrac.com.au

ſList of Many MOSS Sites: 
http://www.wssdemo.com/Pages/websites.aspx

How far can SharePoint Go?

http://biz.viacom.com/tvlandpress
http://www.mydamnchannel.com/Big_Fat_Brain/You_Suck_at_Photoshop/YouSuckatPhotoshop1_398.aspx
http://www.siolon.com/blog/sharepoint-wireframes/
http://www.kroger.com/
http://www.cps.edu/
http://www.westrac.com.au/


Internet site

ſFew authors/many consumers

ſHeavily styled
ſPerformance, usability, accessibility

Intranet site

ſMany authors
ſFocus on collaboration through many different methods
ſSubstance over style

Extranet

ſFocus on sharing content with authenticated business entities
ſSecurity of content
ſBalance of style and substance

Consider your Audience!!!

Internet vs. Intranet vs. Extranet



ÅSharePoint Themes

ÅMaster Pages

ÅPage Layouts

ÅSharePoint Page Elements 

ſField Controls, Web Part Zones, Web Parts, etc.

ÅAlmost everything relies on Cascading Style 
Sheets

Branding Methods for SharePoint



ÅThink of it as painting the walls 

ÅYou can only change:

ſBackground images
ſColors
ſFonts
ſHide certain elements
ſMake minor movements and size changes

ÅThemes can style the Application pages (those with 
_layouts in the URL)

Themes



OOTB Themes



Custom Themes


